
Big Hole National Battlefield Bird Species List 

Relative abundances of 83 bird species at Big Hole National Battlefield, Beaverhead County, 

Montana, from February 4, 1999 to December 16, 1999; 4 = abundant, 3 = common, 2 = 

uncommon or infrequent, 1 = rare; also shown are mean point count results and breeding status. 
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Great blue heron     1 0.2 2 T 

Turkey vulture     1 0.2 2 T 

Canada goose     12 2.0 4 T 

American wigeon     12 2.0 4 M 

Mallard     25 4.1 4 L 

Northern pintail
d
       1 M 

Green-winged teal     8 1.3 3 M 

Bald eagle     1 0.2 2 M 

Northern harrier     4 0.7 2 T 

Cooper's hawk     1 0.2 2 T 

Swainson's hawk     3 0.5 2 L 

Red-tailed hawk     1 0.2 2 T 

Rough-legged hawk     1 0.2 2 M 

American kestrel     7 1.2 3 T 

Prairie falcon
d
       1 M 

Ruffed grouse 1 0.03   3 0.5 2 L 

Sandhill crane 4 0.14 0.040 0.041 32 5.3 4 L 

Killdeer     7 1.2 3 L 

Spotted sandpiper 1 0.03   6 1.0 3 B 

Wilson’s snipe 1 0.03   28 4.6 4 L 

Wilson's phalarope     6 1.0 3 M 

Mourning dove     1 0.2 2 M 

Great horned owl
d
       1 T 

Northern pygmy-owl
d
       1 M 

Long-eared owl
d
       1 T 

Rufous hummingbird
d
       1 M 

Belted kingfisher     6 1.0 3 L 

Red-naped sapsucker 1 0.03   4 0.7 2 L 

Downy woodpecker
d
       1 M 

Northern flicker     17 2.8 4 B 

Western wood-pewee 2 0.07   4 0.7 2 L 

Willow flycatcher 2 0.07   6 1.0 3 L 

Hammond's flycatcher
d
       1 T 

Dusky flycatcher 6 0.21 0.062 0.053 11 1.8 3 B 

Say's phoebe
d
       1 T 

Eastern kingbird 1 0.03   8 1.3 3 B 

Cassin's vireo 2 0.07 0.033 0.042 3 0.5 2 L 

Warbling vireo 9 0.31 0.585 0.429 14 2.3 4 L 

Gray jay     1 0.2 2 T 

Clark's nutcracker     18 3.0 4 B 

Black-billed magpie     1 0.2 2 T 

American crow     4 0.7 2 T 

Common raven     8 1.3 3 B 

Tree swallow     3 0.5 2 T 

Cliff swallow     18 3.0 4 T 
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Barn swallow
d
       1 T 

Black-capped chickadee
d
       1 M 

Mountain chickadee 4 0.14 0.074 0.073 14 2.3 4 B 

Red-breasted nuthatch 2 0.07 0.017 0.021 5 0.8 3 L 

House wren     1 0.2 1 T 

American dipper
d
       1 L 

Golden-crowned kinglet     5 0.8 3 M 

Ruby-crowned kinglet 4 0.14 0.089 0.091 7 1.2 3 B 

Mountain bluebird 1 0.03   3 0.5 2 L 

Townsend's solitaire     1 0.2 1 T 

Veery 1 0.03   4 0.7 2 B 

Hermit thrush 2 0.07   3 0.5 2 T 

American robin 13 0.45 3.309 2.252 45 7.5 4 B 

Gray catbird     1 0.2 1 L 

European starling     5 0.8 3 T 

Yellow warbler 19 0.66 0.419 0.260 27 4.5 4 B 

Yellow-rumped warbler 1 0.03   4 0.7 2 B 

Northern waterthrush 6 0.21 0.083 0.071 12 2.0 4 B 

Western tanager 1 0.03   5 0.8 3 T 

American tree sparrow     4 0.7 2 M 

Chipping sparrow 2 0.07 0.023 0.029 3 0.5 2 B 

Brewer's sparrow 4 0.14 0.110 0.112 6 1.0 3 B 

Vesper sparrow 10 0.34 0.104 0.077 12 2.0 3 B 

Savannah sparrow 6 0.21 0.389 0.360 10 1.7 3 L 

Fox sparrow     3 0.5 2 L 

Song sparrow 1 0.03   3 0.5 2 B 

Lincoln's sparrow 1 0.03   3 0.5 2 T 

White-crowned sparrow 4 0.14 0.040 0.039 7 1.2 3 B 

Dark-eyed junco 5 0.17 0.080 0.073 20 3.3 4 B 

Red-winged blackbird 3 0.10 0.032 0.036 20 3.3 4 L 

Western meadowlark     3 0.5 2 T 

Yellow-headed blackbird
d
       1 M 

Brewer's blackbird 2 0.07 0.362 0.465 21 3.5 4 B 

Brown-headed cowbird 3 0.10   5 0.8 3 L 

Cassin's finch     2 0.3 2 L 

Red crossbill     9 1.5 3 M 

Common redpoll
d
       1 M 

Pine siskin     34 5.6 4 L 

 
a 
Breeding season point count results (data truncated at 100 m).  Sample sizes of one were too small for 

density analysis and were eliminated from the table. 
b 
Total number recorded and percent of total based on unlimited distance point counts.  

c
 B = Breeder; L = Likely Breeder; T = Transient; M = Migrant. 

d 
Encountered outside of point counts. 

 

 


